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January 
Civic 2017 Board 

President: Dr. Charles Bevington 

Vice President: Dr. Connie Iervolino  

Secretary: Susan Bevington 

Treasurer: Susan Wilson 

Membership: Kathy Weber 

Sargent at Arms: Rory Rubino  

Trustees:   
 Virginia Heslin   
 

 
Treasurers Report /Update $5,197.83 
December 6, 2016  

Checking $3,295.14 Savings $1,902.69 

Bevington with Legislators Hahn and 

Anker at December Legislative meeting  

   

 

Volume 6 Number 1 

“A compassionate community is an 
uncomfortable community!  A community 
that is uncomfortable when anyone is 
homeless or hungry.  Uncomfortable if 
every child isn’t loved and given rich 
opportunities to grow and 
thrive.  Uncomfortable when as a 
community we don’t treat our neighbors as 
we would wish to be treated.” 

 ― Karen Armstrong, Founder of the 
global movement, The Charter for 
Compassion 

AGENDA for January 2017  
Pledge of Allegiance 7:30 PM 
Roll Call  
Reading of the December 2016 minutes 
Report of Officers 

Cope Report 
Treasurers Report 
Membership Report 
Secretary Report 
President’s Report 
Beautification Report 
Land Use: Artisans Group Report 

Swearing in of 2017 Rocky Point Civic Slate 
Guest Speaker: Legislator Sarah Anker 
New Business:  “Coop Concept Update” 
Motion to Adjourn 

Next meeting February 7th 2017  
   



 

 

 

  
 
Brian Loughlin from PSEG-LI confirmed from the February 7th civic 
meeting. Brian is the manager for Residential Efficiency Programs. 
Also the North Shore Youth Council has requested to speak about 
their programs. 

  

 

January 3rd meeting: Legislator Sarah Anker  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Page 2 Rocky Point Civics 

“I would like to thank the residents of the Sixth Legislative District for their 
continued support as I enter my fifth year as your Suffolk County Legislator. 
Together we have worked to protect the integrity of this great community 
by addressing issues and improving our quality of life. 
I will continue to be proactive and prioritize issues by stabilizing county 
expenses, ensuring the safety of our children and families, fighting crime 
and the drug epidemic, addressing traffic safety concerns and working to 
preserve what’s left of our precious open space. 
  
Legislator Anker was joined by senior residents to announce her energy 
savings initiatives for 2016.  

 
 
As your representative, I serve on a number of committees including: 
Chairwoman of the Seniors and Consumer Protection Committee; Vice-
Chairwoman of the Veterans Committee; Chairwoman of the School Traffic 
Safety Commissioner; Environment, Agriculture, and Planning Committee; 
Soil and Water Conservation District Board; Brookhaven National 
Laboratory Legislative Advisory Board; and the Suffolk County Cancer 
Prevention Task Force.  
My office is here to assist you in accessing the many services available to 
you as a resident of Suffolk County. I encourage you to stop by my office at 
620 Route 25A, Suite B, in Mount Sinai, or call (631) 854-1600. You can also 
contact me via email at Sarah.Anker@suffolkcountyny.gov.” 



 

 
 

 

The Rocky Point Civics Association Land Use Committee will be working on a 

2017 project. One of our Farmer Market Artisans has requested that we assist in 

developing a “Cooperative Arts Group” in one of the vacant buildings (pharmacy or 

car parts) near the corner of Broadway and King. We think that it is a good idea. An 

arts group in Stony Brook recently folded that worked with pottery and shared 

space. These six or seven vendors would occupy the space. It would be 

incorporated as a not for profit entity – cooperative organization. Open to the 

public the combined artists would produce products within public view. Adult 

Classes would be offered. Come Tuesday for a dedicated follow-up discussion and 

bring this concept to a reality. Funding for the “purchase” of the building, 

“purchase” of equipment or other items may also be needed. A cooperative 

business model has been suggested.  

 

As second artist group had also shown interest in another vacant building! 

Let’s renovate our unique community. 

 



 

 

 

 
PSEG forecast: Energy use on LI set to decline over 5 years REREAD for Speaker Feb 7th: 
Harrington, Mark Nov 07, 2016. 
Energy use on Long Island is projected to continue to decline over the next five years as ratepayers 
continue to produce their own power and further embrace methods and appliances that cut power use. 
  
A forecast by PSEG Long Island and blessed by the New York Independent System Operator, which 
oversees state energy markets and publishes the figures, projects total power sales on Long Island to drop 
to 21,943 gigawatt hours in 2017, and continue downward until 2022. Meanwhile, the peak summer 
capacity on Long Island will also continue to stabilize or drop over the period, from 5,438 megawatts in 
2016 to 5,414 megawatts in 2022. 
  
Paul Napoli, vice president of power markets for PSEG Long Island, whose staff drew up the forecast, said a 
range of economic, social and technological factors are built into the forecast, but an overriding factor is 
the embrace of techniques that cut energy use. "Energy efficiency has been embraced very, very well," he 
said. "It's a big part of the play." He noted increases in Energy Star appliances, changes in building codes 
that "drive more energy-efficient homes," and modifications to existing homes and commercial buildings 
as factors. He also noted Long Island's embrace of solar energy, particularly on residential rooftops. 
Customers with solar panels can draw most or all of their power from the systems, reducing overall grid 
consumption. Long Island this year hit a solar power record of more than 35,000 rooftops, more than any 
other region in the state. Growth has slowed, however, after the state ended the popular Solar Pioneer 
rebate program, and increased interest rates for on-bill financing for most customers. 
  
PSEG has been working for nearly two years on a broad assessment of Long Island's power sources and 
needs, to determine what will be needed in the future. That plan, called an integrated resource plan, is 
expected to be completed by year's end, said Napoli. The plan has repeatedly been delayed, most recently 
after the Long Island Power Authority and the state requested that PSEG consider scenarios for more wind 
energy, electric cars and Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo's Clean Energy Standard, which seeks to have 50 percent 
of state energy from green power sources by 2030. "The clean energy standard is a big game changer in 
how we look at the electric grid," Napoli said. "What type of renewables and where they will be has a great 
deal to do with it." 
  
At least two wind farms are planned for the LIPA service territory, one 11.5 miles from Jones Beach, 
another off Rhode Island to feed peak-energy demands of the South Fork. If approved, both are slated to 
be in service by around 2023. Part of the clean-energy standard is under intense fire from legislators, 
consumer groups and environmental activists, because half of the 50 percent will come from existing 
upstate nuclear plants that will receive an estimated $7.7 billion in subsidies over the next 12 years from 
all state ratepayers. LIPA will pay $45 million a year for these so-called zero-emission credits. 
  
Napoli declined to discuss any conclusions reached in the integrated resource plan, which lays out a series 
of scenarios for meeting future needs. But he stuck by a previous PSEG assessment that no new power 
plants will be needed on Long Island until at least 2028, given the forecasts. PSEG will present a completed 
integrated resource plan by year's end to the state and LIPA, which will make determinations on how to 
proceed to meet future power projections. Napoli wouldn't say which factors precisely were behind the 
longer-term projection for increased power sales in the region by 2024, but industry watchers say one of 
them is likely to be a further embrace of electric cars. 



 

Call for Volunteers: 

Ad Hoc Land Use Committee: Contact VP for Downtown Project Coop Art Project contact 

cwiervolino@aol.com 

Beautification Committee: contact 'kathy weber' bluedesi@yahoo.com various projects 

Environmental Committee: contact ‘Charlie Bevington’ cbevingt@optonline.net 

 

Photos taken 10/23 

Work on Friendship Beach 

access point by the Town of 

Brookhaven.  

A big thanks to the Town for 

protecting the Long Island 

Sound! 

 

 

 

Photo mid-December. 

 

mailto:cwiervolino@aol.com
mailto:bluedesi@yahoo.com
mailto:cbevingt@optonline.net


 

 

 

ROCKY POINT CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETNG MINUTES 

December 6, 2016 ~ 7:30 PM  

Salute to the Flag/Pledge of Allegiance 

 Roll Call of Officers and Trustees 

 Present: 

• President – Charles Bevington 

• Vice President- Connie Iervolino  

• Secretary – Susan Bevington 

• Sergeant at Arms – Rory Rubino 

• Membership Secretary – Kathy Weber  

• Trustee - Virginia Heslin  

• Trustee – Open  

• Trustee – Open 

• Absent, Excused: Treasurer - Susan Wilson 

 

On a motion by Jeff Davis and seconded by Virginia Heslin and passed by those present, the 

reading of the minutes of the September 6, 2016 and the October 4, 2016 meetings were 

waived. 

 

Report of Officers 

Treasurers Report:   

12/6/16 Balances 

 Checking  $3,295.14 

 Savings $1,902.69 

 

Membership Report:  Kathy Weber 

81 paid members, 220 on email list – Dues for 2017 are due January 1st 

 

Secretary Report: Susan Bevington 

No correspondence 

 

Cope Report: None 

 

Land Use:   None- Cooperative Artist project for discussion 



 
 

 

ROCKY POINT CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETNG MINUTES- continued 

Farmers Market Committee Report:  Virginia Heslin 
The season ended the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  In January we will begin to review and 
plan for next year’s market.  The market needs to be revitalized.   We lost farmers this past 
summer.  Davis Peach Farm and Corwin Farms are no longer in business.  We have a few 
new vendors who may be interested in joining us next summer.  Any suggestions or 
volunteers to help with the market are welcome 
 
Speaker:  Julia Vogelle  
Julia Vogelle is a local artist and art teacher at the Miller Place Schools and an artisan at the 
Rocky Point Farmers and Artisans Market.  Julia’s is exploring the possibility of creating an 
Art Cooperative/Gallery in Rocky Point.  The Stony Brook craft center closed down so local 
potters do not have a place to go.  This would be an adult art community.  Artists would 
instruct to pay the rent.  There could be a gallery space at the front of the building and the 
back would be for instruction.  There was a lot of interest from the members and visitors 
present.   
 
Amy Tuthill is the program director of the Greater Port Jefferson Northern Brookhaven Arts 
Council.  “Community development is tied to the arts”.  The arts council is interesting in this 
project and would like to be involved in the planning.    
  
Rich Belsky owner of Glass Images located in Bellport is interested in the project as well.  
His stained glass work can be seen in McArthur Airport terminal, Majestic Gardens and the 
Rocky Point Lutheran Church (Fish Church) to name a few.   
Doug Morrow said there are a lot of talented artists in the Rocky Point community looking 
for a home.   
 
Colin Goldberg said there are a number of local artists looking for exposure.  He co-founded 
an artist collective in Greenport.   
 
Kathy Weber said the beautification committee has a hand in this.  Constance Iervolino 
suggested there be a melding of the Land Use Committee and the Beautification Committee 
on this project.      
 
Speaker: Dr. Joerg Leheste 
Dr. Leheste is an Associate Professor at the New York Institute of Technology College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, Department of Biomedical Sciences.  Dr. Leheste’s primary research 
at NYIT is on Parkinson’s disease and will speak to the RPCA at a future date about his 
research on Parkinson’s and his findings.  His research has found a bacteria in 84% of the 
brain sections of people who had Parkinson’s, suggesting the disease could be treated with 
antibiotics. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ROCKY POINT CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETNG MINUTES - continued 

 
This evening Dr. Leheste spoke about the US policy on medical marijuana.  Currently 28 
states have legalized medical marijuana however federal policy still lists marijuana as a 
schedule 1 controlled substance with no medical application.   The Fed currently looks 
the other way but since it is not legal on a federal level, some health care providers are 
reluctant to prescribe.  The states and the federal government need to be in synch.  
Marijuana was demonized back in the 1930 during a time when DuPont developed a 
synthetic fiber.  The hemp (marijuana) industry was in direct competition with DuPont.   
 
Dr. Leheste’s research indicates that the risk involved in the use of marijuana is relatively 
small.  The research also shows it has analgesic properties as well as increasing appetite.  
His recommendation is for the federal government to remove marijuana from the 
schedule 1 list and legalize the use for medical purposes.   He will be contacting Lee 
Zeldin with his research and recommendation along with Chuck Schumer.   
 
Speaker: Legislator, Sarah Anker 
Legislator Anker spoke about creating a pocket-park at “Indian Rock” in Rocky Point.  She 
has not seen support from her fellow legislators for the County to purchase the property 
but she is not giving up.  She is currently speaking with a number of non-profit 
conservancy groups to push the project forward with alternate funding.  Joe Cognitore 
asked the County could purchase the property and deed it to the VFW so they can put a 
veteran in the house on the property.  Sarah said she will not get the legislative support 
to purchase the property and the land alliances are looking to preserve open space.  They 
are probably not interested in land with a house on it but she will explore the idea with 
them.  She is interested in working with the Civics to find funding for the Art Collective 
proposed by Julia Vogelle.  She will reach out to Alan Ickles (art director for the Staller 
Center).  The Stallers own Rocky Point Plaza on 25A and may have funding for an art 
project in this area.     
 
Old Business 
Installation of the Slate of Officers.  The September meeting a slate was discussed.  There 
are three open positions.  Two trustee positions being vacated by Jeff Davis and Maureen 
O’Keefe and the Vice President position.  All other officers agreed to stay on for another 
year.  Constance Iervolino offered to serve as Vice President.  There was no quorum at 
the October meeting so the slate could not be finalized.  There was no November 
meeting.  

 



  

 

ROCKY POINT CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETNG MINUTES - continued 

 
At this time the President requests a motion to accept the slate and vote for the 
officers.  Kathy Weber asked why she was not informed of the slate.  Rory Rubino 
makes a motion to accept the slate.  Seconded by Robert Leonard.  All in favor with 1 
abstention.   Congratulations to our new Vice President, Constance Iervolino.     
 
New Business 
Meeting dates for 2017 
January 3rd, February 7th, March 7th, April 4th, May 2nd, June 6th, September 5th, October 
3rd November tentative date is November 7th and   December 5th.   
 
Community Announcements 
Joe Cognitore and Mark Baisch announced their 11th veterans’ home delivery.  The 12th 
foundation is in next to the 11th house on Helm Avenue in Miller Place.  There will be a 
ceremony at the house on December 14th at 1pm. 
Joe Cognitore – Saturday – December 10th. The VFW annual Christmas Party.  All are 
welcome.  Free admission. 
 
A motion was made by Rory Rubino and seconded by Ralph Iervolino for the RPCA to 
donate $100 to the VFW for the Christmas Party.  Motion passed. 
Sarah Anker announced she will be collecting items for Operation Veronica.   
 
50/50 
$26 Won by Anthony Motta 
 
Motion to Adjourn 
On a motion made by Susan Bevington, seconded by Constance Iervolino and passed by 
those present, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm 
 

2017 Dues are due! 

http://rockypointcivic.org/ 

Membership Application 2017 Rocky Point Civic Association | P.O. Box 341 | 

Rocky Point, NY 11778   

  
The Rocky Point Civic Association is a non-profit group of volunteers and concerned 

citizens whose mission is to improve the quality of life in Rocky Point and neighboring 

Membership $15.00 per person and $20.00 per family for the entire year.   

Please mail your completed membership form to the address above OR return it in 

person at our next civic meeting.  

http://rockypointcivic.org/


  

 

ROCKY POINT CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETNG AGENDA 

 
 
Major AGENDA items for January 2017  

 
Report of Officers 
Swearing in of 2017 Rocky Point Civic Slate 
Guest Speaker: Legislator Sarah Anker 
New Business:  “Coop Concept Update”  

 

Resolution for support: 
http://www.waterforlongisland.org/home.html 
 
Dedicated to Long Island's Sole Source Aquifers, Groundwater Protection and 
Management.  
 
The Mission: Water for Long Island's mission is to work with Long Island's governmental 
departments and officials, water utilities, civic and environmental groups, businesses, 
good government organizations, conservation and land groups, agriculture and land use 
interests, and individuals concerned about the water and drinking water conditions of 
Long Island and to advance actions for effective groundwater and water supply 
management. 

 

Downtown Rocky Point “Green” Community Center 

 

http://www.waterforlongisland.org/home.html

