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Brookhaven Superintendent Ed
Romaine announced that a new town
code would provide economic
incentives to solar companies who
build on rooftops, parking lots and on
farmland not being used for food
production. It would also eliminate
the possibility of clearing trees for
solar power farms.

April
Civic 2017 Board
President: Dr. Charles Bevington
Vice President: Dr. Connie Iervolino

Discussion: Shoreham Forest
Sacrosanct or Something Else?
To the Western ear, “sacred”
may be synonymous with
“sacrosanct” — inviolably holy
— but to an indigenous culture,
a place labeled as “sacred” may
instead mean something
spiritually alive, culturally
essential, or simply deserving
of respect. This Western
conception of and emphasis on
“sacredness” often leads
indigenous groups to accept
the label, however ill-fitting it
may be, because protection
efforts might otherwise be
ignored. A place that is just
“spiritual” or “culturally
important” rather than
“sacred” may not be deemed
by those outside the
community as important
enough to protect.

Secretary: Susan Bevington
Treasurer: Susan Wilson
Membership: Kathy Weber
Sargent at Arms: Rory Rubino
Trustees:
Virginia Heslin

Treasurers Report /Update $5,337.00
Checking $3,434.24 Savings $1,902.76

AGENDA for April 4th 2017
Pledge of Allegiance 7:30 PM
Roll Call
Reading of the March 2017 minutes
Report of Officers
Cope Report
Treasurers Report
Membership Report
Secretary Report
President’s Report
Beautification Report
Land Use: Artisans Group Report
Guest Speaker: 8:00 PM Shoreham Forest
Motion to Adjourn
Next meeting April 4th 2017

ROCKY POINT CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETNG MINUTES
March 7, 7:30 PM
Salute to the Flag/Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call of Officers and Trustees
Present:

President – Charles Bevington

Vice President- Constance Iervolino

Secretary – Susan Bevington

Treasurer - Susan Wilson

Membership Secretary – Kathy Weber

Trustee - Virginia Heslin

Trustee – Open

Trustee – Open
Absent, Excused: Rory Rubino, Sergeant at Arms
On a motion by Joe Cognitore and seconded by Susan Wilson and passed by those present, the reading of the minutes of the
February 7, 2017 meeting was waived.
Report of Officers
Treasurers Report: Susan Wilson
March 7, 2017 Balances
 Checking $3,434.24
 Savings $1,902.78
A motion was made by Susan Wilson and seconded by Susan Bevington to make our annual $500 donation to the VFW and
thanked Joe Cognitore and the VFW for all they do for the community. The motion was passed by all those present.
Membership Report: Kathy Weber
27 paid members – 232 members on email list. Dues are $15/year individual and $20/year household.
Secretary Report: Susan Bevington
We received a thank you note from the North Shore Youth Council and a notification from Sarah Anker’s office for the upcoming
nd
th
Rails to Trails public hearings. The meetings will be March 22 at 6pm at the Shoreham High Schools and at 6pm on April 5 at
the Miller Place High School.
Cope Report: Officer Casper
Officer Casper reported 5 petit larcenies this past month – mostly shoplifting. There was one stolen car and one (1) petit larceny
from someone’s yard. There were four (4) overdoses since February 1 – none were fatal and one (1) DWI. The SCPD has begun a
new program “Coffee with a Cop”. The next meeting is Thursday, March 16, 2017 between 2 and 4pm at Alfredo’s in Ridge. The
purpose is to connect with your local police officers in a relaxed atmosphere where you can discuss your concerns or simply share
a cup of coffee and chat.
President’s Report: Charles Bevington
It has come to our attention that there has been oil dumped directly into the ground at the site of the former car
dealership/repair shop on the corner of 25A and Broadway. This property is currently vacant and for sale. The President would
like to write a letter to the DEC requesting they investigate the ground contamination. A motion was made by Charles
Bevington that the Rocky Point Civic Association write a letter to the NYSDEC informing them of the ground contamination and
to see if clean-up is possible and/or necessary. The motion was seconded by Susan Wilson. Discussion followed regarding the
cost of the clean-up and who would be responsible for paying. It was stated that upon investigation it was determined that
the owner would be the responsible party for the cost of the clean-up. All in attendance voted in favor of the motion. The
motion passed.
Brookhaven Bites has posted another dog attack incident in the Southhaven area of Brookhaven Township.
President Charles Bevington made a statement that our State Assemblyman Anthony Palumbo has not attended or sent a
representative to our Civic meetings. Our State Assemblyman’s presence is missed. He will be writing a letter to request his
attendance.

ROCKY POINT CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETNG MINUTES
March 7, 2017 continued
Land Use: Constance Iervolino
The Brick Kickstarter has reached the goal of $18,000. The Brick is still accepting donations. The RP Civic Association is
advocating for The Brick because it believes that it can begin a turning point for the revitalization of lower Broadway in
downtown Rocky Point. It could be the beginning of an “Artist Way” in Rocky Point and make the area a destination point.
People from as far as Huntington and the Hamptons are involved in this project. This grant is a collaborative grant along with
the Greater Port Jefferson North Brookhaven Arts Council. A second grant opportunity that Constance is working with Charlie
Bevington is the Suffolk County Grant for downtown revitalization. The 2017 Downtown Revitalization grant (which has a May
26, 2017 application deadline) has very different criteria and according to the numerous specific criteria must be a capital
improvement project with a lifespan of at least 15 years.
Julia Vogelle, President of The Brick Studio and Gallery at Rocky Point – thanked all the backers who contributed to the
th
Kickstarter. Monday, March 6 there was a “Brickflicks” event at the VFW. They would like to continue these events monthly.
th
The next event is Saturday, March 25 at the VFW – it is a benefit Gala for The Brick. There will be music (Summer Breeze Trio),
art auction, and gift basket auction and pottery sale. The donation is $10 at the door.
Beautification Committee Report: Kathy Weber
Working on bids for the grant application ($2,500 beautification grant). Kathy plans to do flower planters throughout
downtown
Farmers Market Committee Report: Virginia Heslin
Virginia is trying to recruit some more vendors. She has a lead on a winery who may be interested and has contacted someone
who does specialty pretzels.
Charles Bevington paid $245 to the Town of Brookhaven for the rental of Old Depot Park for the upcoming season. Susan
Wilson made a motion to reimburse Charles Bevington for the expense. The motion was seconded by Virginia Heslin. The
motion was approved by all those present. The motion passed.
Speaker: Judith Isbitiren – Long Island Science Center
The Long Island Science Center is a non-profit hands-on science center for children. The Center had a “soft opening” in
December. They took over the furniture store across from the Little League fields on 25A in Rocky Point. They have been in
existence for 15 years most recently in Riverhead. They offer school programs during the week and travel throughout Long
th
Island. The Center has hands-on exhibit area. Their target demographic is Pre-K through 6 grade. Their Board would like to
expand and work with older students in the future. Their philosophy is “Learning through Doing – Bringing Science to Life. The
office is open from 9am – 3pm. The Center is open to the public 11am to 4pm on Saturdays and during school recess weeks.
The admission is $7 per person. They have a summer camp program which runs from 9am to 12pm with afternoons are open to
the public during the summer.
Speaker: John Turner – Peconic Land Trust
He is working with Seatuck towards protecting the Rock on Sam’s Path in Rocky Point. They are doing a fundraising campaign to
purchase the property the rock is on. There is a four (4) month window to raise funds. The property is currently on the market
for $270k but the coalition is getting appraisals on the value of the property. This is a glacial rock, the second largest on Long
Island after Shelter Rock. This rock may actually be larger than Shelter Rock since it appears much of this rock may be
underground. “This is a window to learn about Long Island, glacial erratics and how Long Island was formed. This is an outdoor
classroom for people to learn about the origins of Long Island, to learn about geology and hydrology and even botany” - (there
is a rare rock loving fern attached to the rock). This rock is estimated to be 450 million years old. It is a metamorphic rock
which was intensely heated and rose up from twelve miles under the surface of the earth. If they are successful in their efforts
to purchase the property, the house would be demolished and the property would be preserved as open space. The vision is
for this space to be used by schools as an “open-air classroom”. If anyone is interested in supporting this effort and wishes to
donate please contact Seatuck or the Peconic Land Trust. Donations to save Indian Rock can be sent to Peconic Land Trust –
296 Hampton Road, P.O. Box 1776, Southampton, NY 11969. They have set up a separate account for dedicated funds. For
more information contact John Turner at jturner@seatuck.org 631-581-6908
Rocky Point Civic Association and the Rocky Point Historical Society has entered into an informal partnership in support of
this project.

ROCKY POINT CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETNG MINUTES
March 7, 2017 continued

Old Business - none
New Business - none
Community Announcements
Kimberly Farley from Jane Bonner’s office:
th

There will be a recycling event on May 6 at the Rose Caracappa Center in Mt. Sinai from 9am to 1pm for e-waste, paper and
drugs
th
th

The 10 annual Great Brookhaven Clean Up is on Saturday May 20 . There is an on-line registration on the Town’s website.

At a recent public hearing it was determined a house at 33 Point Breeze will be demolished. The owner said they will do it on
their own. They have 30 days to comply.
nd

April 22 the Town of Brookhaven is co-sponsoring a “Walk for Addiction” community walk at Cedar Beach along with Hope
House Ministries
A representative from Sarah Anker’s office:

Announced there will be two (2) public information hearings on the projected Rails to Trails project. The dates are March
nd
th
22 at 6pm at the Shoreham/Wading River High School and on April 5 at 6pm at the Miller Place High School

Community Meeting - How High Risk Sex Offenders are Moving in Next Door to Schools in Suffolk and in NY Wednesday
th
March 15 at the Sound Beach Fire Department 6:30 to 8:30 pm
th

Legislator Anker and Long Island Cares is sponsoring a Pet Food Drive through April 30 . Bring donations to Legislator Sarah
Anker’s Office in Mount Sinai.
Natalie Aurucci Stiefel of the Rocky Point Historical Society:

The Hallock House will be reopening in April Saturdays from 1-3pm.

An upcoming talk on women’s suffrage at their next Thursday evening meeting.
Kathy Weber

The North Shore Drug Awareness group “On Kevin’s Wings” is having a fundraiser this coming weekend at Buffalo Wild Wings.
th
There is another event planned for April 19 at the Long Island Pour House from 7-10pm The website for this organization is
northshoredrugawareness.org. The organization raises funds to transport those with substance abuse disorders to
rehabilitation facilities. Rocky Point resident Tracy Farrell is the founder of this organization. A motion was made by Charles
Bevington to donate $50 to this organization. The motion was seconded by Joe Cognitore and approved by all those
present. Motion passed.
50/50
$18 Won by Joe Cognitore and donated back
Motion to Adjourn
On a motion made by Constance Iervolino, seconded by Susan Bevington and passed by those present, the meeting was adjourned
at 8:50pm
Next meeting date: April 4, 2017

Call for Volunteers:
Ad Hoc Land Use Committee: Contact VP for Downtown Project Coop Art Project contact
cwiervolino@aol.com
Beautification Committee: contact 'kathy weber' bluedesi@yahoo.com various projects
Environmental Committee: contact ‘Charlie Bevington’ cbevingt@optonline.net

Farming becoming riskier under climate
change
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/03/170327114329.htm

Scientists infer the impact on agriculture based on predictions of rainfall, drought intensity, and
weather volatility. Until now, however, the average farmer may not have been able to put
predictions like these into practice. A new University of Illinois study puts climate change
predictions in terms that farmers are used to: field working days.
"Everything else flows from field working days," says U of I and USDA Agricultural Research
Service ecologist Adam Davis. "If you're not able to work, everything else gets backed up.
Workable days will determine the cultivars, the cropping system, and the types of pest
management practices you can use. We're simply asking, 'Can you get in to plant your crop?'"
In a previous study, the group developed models that reliably translated past climate data into
field working days for Illinois. In the new study, they coupled those models with climate change
scenarios to forecast field working days into the future.
The group ran the models for nine crop districts in Illinois for two time periods, mid-century
(2046 to 2065) and late-century (2080 to 2099), using three climate scenarios ranging from mild
to extreme.
The models suggest that the typical planting window for corn will no longer be workable; April
and May will be far too wet to work the fields in most parts of Illinois.
"Going forward, we're predicting warmer and wetter springs, and drier, hotter summers," Davis
says. "The season fragments and we start to see an early-early season, so that March starts
looking like a good target for planting in the future. In the past, March has been the bleeding
edge; nobody in their right mind would have planted then. But we've already seen the trend for
early planting. It's going to keep trending in that direction for summer annuals."

Those drier, hotter summers are likely to change farming practices too, particularly in southern
Illinois.
"Drought periods will intensify in mid- to late-summer under all the climate scenarios. If farmers
decide to plant later to avoid the wet period in April and May, they're going to run into drought
that will hit yield during the anthesis-silking interval, leading to a lot of kernel abortion. That
second planting window is probably pretty risky," Davis says.
Risk is the key word. If farmers bet on the early planting window and get hit with a frost or more
March precipitation than expected, are they out of luck? Davis says they will have to choose to
mud the seed in, plant a different hybrid, or even scrap corn and go for winter wheat later in the
season. But given that many farmers choose hybrids and purchase seeds the previous fall, they're
unlikely to have that kind of flexibility come spring. Any miscalculation will be incredibly
costly.
"It will come down to whether crop insurers will move planting dates earlier in the spring.
They're going to need enough years of empirical evidence that this early window exists before
they are likely to make that change," Davis notes.
The researcher suggests three strategies to cope with the changes. Farmers could plant early with
long-season cultivars to maximize yield potential, betting on a pollination window to open up
before the drought kicks in. Or farmers could choose shorter-season cultivars, planting early and
then harvesting before the drought, possibly sacrificing yield.
The last strategy will require a more radical shift.
"Create cropping systems that can deal with increased volatility by conserving soil moisture.
Most of the effort in yield stability and resilience focuses on genetic improvement of crops.
That's good, but I think we've fallen behind in the cropping system management side. If you've
got an elite cultivar that's drought resistant in the same old cropping system that's not shifting
with environmental changes, then we're not doing full justice to that cultivar," Davis says.
Given the weather in Illinois this late winter/early spring, this work seems particularly timely.
"All this weird weather? It's part of a trend," Davis says. "Now is the time to prepare, because the
future is here."
Materials provided by University of Illinois College of Agricultural, Consumer and
Environmental Sciences.
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Sacred Site: An Operational Definition (2008) A sacred site is a place in the landscape, occasionally over or under
water, which is especially revered by a people, culture or cultural group as a focus for spiritual belief and practice
and likely religious observance. In addition, to satisfy this stem definition and reflect its wide and rich variety, a
sacred site must also have one or more of the following nineteen characteristics found under the headings:
Descriptive, Spiritual, Functional and Other. Having more or less of these characteristics does not imply that the site is
more or less sacred but it may usefully reflect the complexity and rich variety of its sacred qualities.1. Descriptive
It is a specific focus within a wider and possibly dynamically interconnected sacred landscape.
It is, or is founded upon, a natural topographical feature, e.g., a mountain, mound, rock, cave, tree, grove, forest,
spring, well, river, lake, the sea, an island, etc.
It is recognized as carrying special manifestation of wildlife, natural phenomena and ecological balance.
It is embellished with man-made symbols or artifacts, e.g., rock-carvings, painting, holy or religious objects.
It is partially or wholly man-made, e.g., menhir, temple, church, wayside shrine.
It is a memorial or mnemonic to a key recent or past event in history, legend or myth, e.g., a battle site, creation or
origin myth.

April 4th meeting: 8PM “Rocky Point”

2. Spiritual
It is recognized as having a palpable and special energy or power which is clearly discernible from that of a similar
landscape or surrounding.
It is recognized as a special place which acts as a portal or cross-over to the spirit world.
It is recognized as the dwelling place of guardian or ‘owner’ spirits which care for and oversee the site and possibly
its wider environs.
Its spiritual forces or ‘owner’ spirits are in a mutually respectful dialogue with local people with specialist knowledge
acting as guardians or custodians, who play important roles as mediators, negotiators or healers between the human,
natural and spiritual dimensions.
It is identified as a place where the ancestors are present and especially respected, e.g., burial grounds.
It is a place of spiritual transformation for individual persons or the community, e.g., healing, baptism, initiation,
religious conversion, rite of passage, funeral, vision quest.
3. Functional
It is a special place where relationships, both interpersonal and throughout the whole community, can be expressed
and affirmed, often through a specific form of observance, e.g., prayer, songs, chants, dance, ritual or ceremony.
It is a place especially associated with resource-gathering or other key cultural activities, e.g., gathering medicinal
plants or material for sacred or ritual ceremony or objects, fishing, hunting, cultivation, burial of ritual objects, giving
birth.
It is a specific pathway or route between significant or sacred places, e.g., songline, sacred pathway, pilgrimage
route. It is a focus of past or present special visits of religious observance or pilgrimage.
It is a cultural sacred-secret, with its location and/or specific religious function only known to a limited number of
people.
It has a significant relationship with astronomical order and/or calendrical phenomena, e.g., astronomical
alignment, celestial-Earth correspondence, seasonal ritual or festival.
4. Other
It clearly satisfies the stem definition but has unique cultural features that are not represented in the previous
eighteen characteristics.
Using the definition, a sacred site could then be described as satisfying the Thorley/Gunn definition (TGD) in one or
more characteristics out of the four categories. These could be, if necessary, reduced to a briefer encoded form, e.g.,
TGD categories 1, 2, etc. To give two practical examples, Stonehenge in England could be represented as “TGD
categories 1. a, d, e; 2. a, e; 3. e, f” and a sacred beach for fishing in New Zealand Maori culture might be represented
as “TGD categories 1. b; 2. e; 3. b.”
Thorley and Gunn, “Sacred Natural Sites: An Overview.” http://www.sacredland.org/home/resources/tools-foraction/protection-strategies-for-sacred-sites/what-is-a-sacred-site/

ROCKY POINT CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETNG AGENDA
North Shore of Rocky Point with Shoreham plant site

Grid, NextERA propose solar farm at Shoreham nuke plant site. Aerial view of the
shuttered Shoreham nuclear plant on July 13, 2015. (Credit: Daniel Brennan)

National Grid and NextEra are proposing to build the largest solar energy array
in the state on 350 wooded acres west of the plant.

“Shoreham Woods” discussion continued:

Groups want park at Shoreham site being eyed for solar farm
Updated March 25, 2017 9:02 PM By Mark Harrington mark.harrington@newsday.com
Eighteen environmental and civic groups joined with Long Island lawmakers to request that land
surrounding the Shoreham nuclear power plant site — much of which has been eyed for a solar farm —
be preserved as a state park.
The proposal would create a “shore-to-shore” patchwork of federal, state and county parks, tying the
Long Island Sound coastline with mid-island pine barrens forests to the Great South Bay shoreline.
“This is the missing piece” to complete a north-south hiking trail, said Assemblyman Steven Englebright
(D-Setauket), one of several lawmakers advocating for the park. “This piece is just remarkable. The
terrain is very rugged and washboardlike in its aspect.” At the same time, state Sen. Kenneth LaValle (RPort Jefferson) said he is working on a bill that would make the Shoreham property part of the core
Central Pine Barrens region.
“We are working on a stand-alone bill,” LaValle said Friday. “The overwhelming input has been to
preserve this land and we’ve talked about Pine Barrens” designation. “And people are OK with that.
There are a lot of people who use that land to hike on right now.”
Brookhaven Supervisor Edward P. Romaine said he has spoken with LaValle about the proposal.
In a Wednesday letter to Rose Harvey, commissioner of the state Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic
Preservation, the 18 groups said the 800-plus acres of “undeveloped and vegetated land at Shoreham
constitutes one of the top four unprotected natural areas remaining on all of Long Island.”
Land owner National Grid wants to use half the land south of North Country Road as a 72-megawatt
solar farm. It is working with NextEra on a proposal for LIPA that would include preserving 300 acres on
the north side of North Country Road, which fronts Long Island Sound.
“Given its size, location on the shoreline of Long Island Sound and ecological/environmental attributes,
the Shoreham Property strongly merits acquisition as New York’s next ‘Great State Park,’ ” the groups
wrote. “To this end, the property is eligible for state acquisition funding as it has been included in
Governor Cuomo’s 2016 iteration of the New York State Open Space Conservation Plan.”
The letter was signed by leaders of the Long Island Pine Barrens Society, Save the Sound, Sierra Club
Long Island and the Long Island Greenbelt Trail Conference, among many others. A State Parks
Department spokesman didn’t immediately have a comment.
A study of the property by the New York Natural Heritage Program documented the “exceptional
ecological diversity” of the Shoreham property. That includes 25 forest, wetland and shoreline ecological
communities, rare plants, a salt marsh in the northeastern corner that is “especially rich in rare species,”
and hundreds of various species. The latter includes waterfowl such as kingfishers, and wading birds,
warblers, vireos, tanagers, thrushes, and several species of hawks and owls.
A spokesman for the National Grid/NextEra solar initiative didn’t immediately respond to a request for
comment.
Other groups who signed the letter include Peconic Green Growth, Ridge Civic Association, Save The
Great South Bay, the Greater Jamesport Civic Association, the Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor, the
Associated Brookhaven Civic Organization, and Huntington-Oyster Bay Audubon Society.

Is Cutting Down Forest to Build Large Solar Farms Worth It? History repeats
itself in the Long Island solar farm debate
By Tara MacIsaac, Epoch Times July 27, 2016 Long Island, along with many other locations in the United
States, is weighing the benefits of large-scale solar arrays against the negative impacts of cutting down
acres of forest to build them.
In 2011, 160 acres of forest were razed to build a solar array near the Brookhaven National Laboratory
on Long Island. A new proposal to cut down 350 acres in Shoreham, about 10 miles away, is stirring up
the same supporters and detractors. “Choosing solar over forests anywhere in the world is just plain
stupid,” said Dick Amper, of the Long Island Pine Barrens Society (LIPBS). “Solar is very important … but
I’m afraid we’re making false choices when you destroy portions of nature and the environment to
accomplish that end.”
Amper voiced the same opinion in relation to the 2011 project. But another local group, the Citizens
Campaign for the Environment (CCFE) led by Adrienne Esposito, supported the Brookhaven array.
A 2013 report on that solar array by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)—which was a partner in its
development—includes community reactions. Amper is quoted as saying his organization “has worked
with CCFE for 20 years and has agreed on just about everything, but this project posed the first
dramatic rift between our organizations. Though we were always mutually very respectful, Adrienne
[Esposito] and I had some challenging phone calls. We ended up agreeing to disagree.”
Some feel the solar energy is worth the sacrifice of trees. Another environmental advocacy group on
Long Island, the Sustainability Institute, supports the solar farm proposal. The institute’s director, Neal
Lewis, said: “Of all the potential options, there is nothing less impactful on the environment than
putting in a solar farm.”
The Shoreham proposal was submitted last month by NextEra Energy and National Grid. It would tap
into infrastructure already in place from a decommissioned nuclear power plant. That plant was built in
1984, at a cost of $6 billion, but was shut down by community opposition before it could open.
A NextEra Energy representative said the solar array is still in the proposal stage and that the
developers will work closely with the community if the proposal moves ahead. Cut Down One Tree,
Plant Another: The developers would try to mitigate some of the negative impacts of cutting down the
trees by planting trees in another location.
In 2011, Amper found similar mitigation agreements were carried through effectively. The developers
paid a $2 million mitigation fee, the spending of which was subject to public input. It was ultimately
used to purchase land in the Carmans River Watershed for preservation.
Other mitigation factors were built into the 2011 project, including a $75,000 lump sum given to the
non-profit organization Long Island Native Plant Initiative, and a non-binding agreement that
Brookhaven National Laboratory would preserve 51 acres of its wooded property.
The precise mitigation offers in the recent proposal are not yet clear. The proposal has not yet been
released to the public, so Epoch Times could only view a fact sheet distributed by NextEra with limited
information. It included the offer to “fund a tree restoration program that will be administered by local
stakeholders.”

Save the Shoreham Woodlands Before It's Too Late



by: Concerned residents of Suffolk County
target: National Grid and NextEra Energy Resources, New York

10,123 SUPPORTERS in New York 34,807 SUPPORTERS 35,000 GOAL

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/814/183/407/save-the-shoreham-woodlands-before-its-too-late/

There is currently a proposal under serious consideration to clear-cut as many as 300 acres
of unspoiled, wooded land owned by National Grid surrounding the Shoreham nuclear power
plant to make way for a massive solar farm.
We understand and support green energy, but we are not going to solve the fossil fuel
problem by deforesting and clear-cutting 300 acres of vital woodlands. Destroying these
woodlands would displace hundreds of deer, fox, turkey, raccoon, red tail hawk, turtle and so
many others. There are so few woodlands left in Suffolk County, and if we don't take a stand to
protect it, there will be no place for wildlife to go. Do we really want to become a society where
all our animals are in the zoos or books?
It seems that the rush to cash in on the solar boom is blinding many who are failing to take into
account the limited amount of undeveloped land on Long Island, and the importance of
woodlands in reducing greenhouse gases and protecting groundwater. If this project is allowed
to succeed, the impact on vital wetlands that border most of this property would be
devastating and irreversible. It is not renewable energy at any cost.
At the very least all the brownfields, parking lots, shuttered businesses and large rooftops should
be fully exploited first before ever considering cutting down thousands of oak, maple, birch,
cherry, pine, dogwood, beech, walnut, locust and destroying this precious, vibrant and priceless
habitat that so many animals call their home.
Please sign this petition to save the Shoreham Woodlands. Because once it's gone, it's gone
forever.

In this July 12, 2016 photo, Sid Bail, president of the Wading River Civic Association, poses
outside the defunct Shoreham Nuclear Power Plant in Wading River, N.Y. Bail is among those
who are opposing a proposal to build a solar energy project on the Shoreham property. The plan,
which still needs regulatory approvals, would require cutting down 350 acres of trees. (AP
Photo/Frank Eltman, Associated Press researcher Jennifer Farrar contributed to this report.)
WADING RIVER, N.Y. (AP) — A green energy project has some environmentalists seeing red.
Solar energy ordinarily wins praise from groups that want to cut greenhouse gases, but a
proposed solar project at a defunct Long Island nuclear power plant has stirred outrage because it
requires demolishing 350 acres of woodlands.
“Choosing solar over forests anywhere in the world is just plain stupid,” said Dick Amper, of the
Long Island Pine Barrens Society. “Solar is very important to fight global warming and beyond,
but I’m afraid we’re making false choices when you destroy portions of nature and the
environment to accomplish that end.”
Similar projects are happening elsewhere.
A court fight is brewing over a plan by New Jersey’s Six Flags Great Adventure amusement park
to cut down nearly 15,000 trees to make way for a solar farm. In Connecticut, state officials
recently approved a plan to raze 134 acres of trees in the town of Sprague, near Norwich, for a
solar energy project.
Alex Hobson, a spokeswoman for a Solar Energy industry group in Washington, D.C., declined
to comment on the Long Island proposal, but said the industry “is committed to responsible use
of the land on which we operate and we go to great lengths to protect biodiversity and
ecologically fragile lands.”

Under the proposal, a company called LI Solar Generation, LLC, a joint venture between
NextEra Energy Resources and National Grid, would construct the facility on the grounds of the
defunct Shoreham nuclear power plant.
The plant was completed in 1984 for $6 billion but never opened because of community
opposition over potential safety concerns. The solar project backers are hoping to plug into
existing electric energy infrastructure on the Shoreham property, with plans for up to 72
megawatts of solar energy, providing power for more than 13,000 homes.
A part of the plan mentions replanting trees elsewhere to offset the cutting of the forest but a
spokesman for the company did not have details.
Walter Thomas, who teaches a course on solar energy at the University of MassachusettsLowell, questioned why it was necessary to eliminate any trees at all.
“I would think Long Island would have giant rooftops and parking lots in shopping malls that
could be used for large solar projects if that’s what’s needed,” Thomas said. “There’s so much
acreage available for that stuff.”
Sid Bail, president of the Wading River Civic Association, who lives about a half mile from the
Shoreham site along the Long Island Sound, isn’t buying it. “I favor renewable energy, but in
this case it’s a very bad trade-off,” he said.
The proposal submitted last month still requires extensive regulatory review.
“We are prepared to work closely with all public officials and the local community to come up
with the best solution to have renewable solar energy at Shoreham, and preserve as much of the
property as possible,” Ross Groffman, executive director of NextEra Energy Resources and LI
Solar Generation said in a statement.
Neal Lewis, executive director of the Sustainability Institute at Molloy College, an
environmental advocacy group on Long Island that supports the Shoreham project, said it is
always preferable to build solar projects in open spaces that don’t require the elimination of large
numbers of trees. But he notes that “of all the potential options, there is nothing less impactful on
the environment than putting in a solar farm. That’s the real world we live in and they have a
right to develop it.” It would also spend $5 million on future preservation and pay $2 million a
year to the local school district.

The DeLalio Sod Farm in Shoreham, where a solar panel facility has been completed. File photo
by Erika Karp
Brookhaven Town reached the trifecta of adopting renewable energy codes when it embraced
Suffolk County’s model solar code last week.
After previously adopting the county’s geothermal and wind energy codes, the Brookhaven
Town Board approved the one for solar, which will permit solar energy production facilities by
planning board special permit in the town’s industrial zones. According to Suffolk County
Planning Commission Chairman Dave Calone, the town is the first in the county to adopt all
three model codes.
“Brookhaven is the place where renewable energy is moving forward,” Calone said prior to a
public hearing on the matter on Aug. 6.
Deputy Town Attorney Beth Reilly said the code applies to the town’s industrial districts, L
Industrial 1, light industry; L Industrial 2, heavy industry; and L Industrial 4. Permitted uses in
light industry include banks, agricultural or nursery uses, places of worship, day cares, health
clubs, manufacturing within a building, offices and warehouse spaces, while uses in heavy
industry include manufacturing of asphalt, cement fertilizers, and chemicals; junkyards; farmers
markets and stockyards. L4 districts deal solely with the generation, transmission and
distribution of electrical energy.
“The intent of this section [is] to provide adequate safeguards for the location, siting and
operation of solar production facilities,” the code states.
The day before the Town Board’s adoption, a state Supreme Court judge dismissed a lawsuit
against the town, its planning board and zoning board of appeals that sought to overturn the
town’s approvals for a solar-energy production facility in Shoreham.

Eight Shoreham residents listed under the community group Shoreham Wading River Advocates
for Justice filed the lawsuit in November against the town entities, along with sPower, a
renewable energy company based in Utah and California, and utilities PSEG Long Island and the
Long Island Power Authority. sPower has an agreement to sell power generated at a future
50,000-solar panel facility, located on the DeLalio Sod Farm, to PSEG. Many residents who live
near the farm have advocated against it, saying the project is too large for a residential area.
Calone said he believes the new solar code, which outlines where the solar arrays should be
located, will lead to new projects being welcomed to communities.
The total coverage of solar panels cannot exceed 60 percent of the lot area and freestanding
panels cannot reach more than 20 feet above the ground, according to the code, which also adds
buffer and setback restrictions. In addition, the code outlines design standards for the solar
panels.
Supervisor Ed Romaine (R) thanked Calone and Councilmembers Valerie Cartright (D-Port
Jefferson Station), Jane Bonner (C-Rocky Point) and Connie Kepert (D-Middle Island), who
worked with the county on the code.
“The one thing that is so beneficial is getting uniform code that can apply to all 10 towns so there
is no guessing,” Romaine said. “It isn’t different from one town to another. It makes it simple for
alternative energy to move forward.”
Updated September 13, 2016 7:22 PM
SHIRLEY - Brookhaven Town officials announced a plan this morning to stop a proposed solar
farm in a wooded area of Shoreham.
About 350 acres of the Shoreham-Wading River Forest would need to be cleared in order to
construct the state's largest industrial-sized solar factory. The plan drew the ire of
environmentalists who do not want to sacrifice the land.

Brookhaven Superintendent Ed Romaine
announced today a new town code that would
provide economic incentives to solar
companies who build on rooftops, parking
lots and on farmland not being used for food
production. It would also eliminate the
possibility of clearing trees for solar power
farms.

Earth Day and other Events April 1st and the Great Brookhaven Clean-up May 20
The Lawn Expert Is In! Organic Lawn Care, Step 1 April 8, 2017 Bridge Gardens,
Bridgehampton: Join us for the first in a three-part series on maintaining your beautiful lawn
without synthetic fertilizers or pesticides. Led by Perfect Earth Project Lawn Expert Paul
Wagner of Greener Pastures Organics, this workshop will cover diagnosis of your current lawn
and soil conditions, selecting appropriate products, and mowing and watering tips to ensure your
success. This workshop series, co-sponsored by Peconic Land Trust, continues on June 24 and
September 16. $5/person, free to Bridge Gardens members. Space is limited, reservations are
requested. To reserve your spot, contact Peconic Land Trust at (631) 283-3195 ext. 19 or
events@peconiclandtrust.org.
North Shore Beach Property Owners Association Beach Clean-up Saturday April 1st
Run for the Brick April 1st 9 -10:30am meet up at the Greenway Trail, Port Jeff Station parking
lot, rt.112 &25A behind 7/11, Join us for a group walk or run up to 6 miles.
https://www.brookhavenny.gov/Departments/Waste-Management/Great-Brookhaven-Clean-Up
Great Brookhaven Cleanup May 20, 2017 – Link to Registration Form KEEP BROOKHAVEN
BEAUTIFUL and Keep America Beautiful, Inc., in cooperation with the Town of Brookhaven,
invite you to join the Great American Cleanup™. Every spring, individuals and groups join the
Great American Cleanup, the nation’s largest organized cleanup, beautification and community
improvement program. The volunteers know that they really make a difference, and the results
are dramatic! The communities look clean and beautiful, and there is a sense of hometown pride
and accomplishment. Last year nearly 3,300 Brookhaven residents joined over 5 million
volunteers in more than 20,000 communities across America to pick up over 40 million pounds
of litter, over 200 million pounds of recycling, beautify 81,000 miles of roadway, and clean up
rivers, lakes and seashores in their communities.
Contact info for “Indian Rock” Peconic Land Trust is very close to beginning our mail campaign
for Indian Rock! Jessie Marcus, Project Assistant, Peconic Land Trust, 296 Hampton Road, P.O.
Box 1776, Southampton, NY 11969, 631.283.3195, ext. 30, Jmarcus@peconiclandtrust.org,
www.peconiclandtrust.org
www.methoprene.info
What You Can Do? - Opt into the Suffolk County No Spray Registry
How to Prevent Spraying in Your Backyard - Download the No Spray Form
Used Bicycle & Sewing Machine Drive (RAIN or SHINE) Saturday April 1, 2017 11am – 2pm
The Ethical Humanist Society, 38 Old Country Road, Garden City, NY 11530 SPONSORED
BY: Long Island Returned Peace Corps Volunteers with The Ethical Humanist Society and p4p,
(pedals for progress); www.p4p.org For more information contact Bette (516) 606 1400
bettembass@yahoo.com
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Councilwoman Bonner, Town of Brookhaven and Hope House
Ministries to Co-Sponsor “Hope Walk for Addiction” at Cedar Beach
on April 22
Farmingville, NY – On April 22, Councilwoman Jane Bonner, the Town of Brookhaven and
Hope House Ministries will co-sponsor the Hope Walk for Addiction in memory of Billy Reitzig
of Miller Place. Billy tragically passed away from a first time heroin overdose at 25 years young.
The Hope Walk for Addiction, which will be held along the Town’s Cedar Beach Nature Walk
in Mount Sinai, is designed to generate awareness, educate and raise funds to help fight addiction
and save lives. All proceeds will benefit Hope House Ministries in Port Jefferson and the work
that they do to help fight addiction and care for those who are trapped by drug and alcohol abuse.
Councilwoman Bonner said, “Billy left behind family and friends who will forever be touched
by his beautiful life and heartbreaking story of pain and addiction. Now, one year to the day after
his untimely death, we will all join in at the Hope Walk for Addiction to help those who struggle
with drug and alcohol abuse. Together, we can make a difference.”
Visit www.hopewalkforaddiction.org for multi-level sponsorship and donation opportunities,
registration forms and more information about Hope Walk for Addiction. For more information
about Hope House ministries, visit www.hhm.org.

